PRODUCT OF THE WEEK

Total PFS (S 325 Modular

This mid-range cutter capable of handling heavy stocks keeps costs low and
isaimed atthe digitally printed business cards sector, discovers Barney Cox

usiness cards are an essential lubricant to smooth
professional relations. For the printer tasked with
roducing them, however, they can be a faff to finish.
In the past, you might gang up different cards on a
sheet to be printed offset and then, although guillotining was
a time consuming process, at least you'd end up with neat
stacks of individual cards ready to go.

With the rise of digital print for such short-run work and,
in particular, the prevalence of digital-only print shops that
don't have guillotines, there’s a need for another way to cut up
sheets into cards. At the most basic level, that could be getting
out a straight edge and a Stanley knife to cut the cards by
hand. But for all but the most occasional card jobs, that's not
the best use of an operator’s time and does not guarantee a
high-quality finish. As a result, card cutters that can slice upa
sheet into cards in short order are proving popular,

Basic desktop machines are available starting at a couple
of hundred pounds, but these are designed for the home or
office. At the other extreme are digitally controlled slitter
cutter creasers, such as Duplos 615 and 645, which offer the
flexibility to slit, cut and crease all manner of products in
addition to business cards, including flyers, posters, post-
cards and greetings cards. In the mid-range are a number of
dedicated card cutters, such as the Caslon Zip Range.

Total PFS, though, believes it has spotted a gap in the mar-
ket for firms who want a robust unit capable of producing
good results and handling heavy stocks, but who can't justify
the expense of an all-singing all-dancing card cutter or slit-
ter/cutter/creaser. Its target market are the high-street print-
ers and copy shops producing low volumes of business cards,
primarily using digital presses.

Mid-range offer

For the product to fill this gap, Total PFS turned to Czech
firm Cyklos and its CS 325 Modular, a two-pass slitter that
costs £1,595, although for the time being is offered at an
introductory price of £1,195, a saving of £400. At this price,
Total PFS argues that most firms can buy it without finance,
an important consideration in the current economic climate.

“People still need kit for finishing, but are looking for
affordable solutions that do the job,” says Total PFS sales and
marketing manager Jon Naylor. “Bigger stuff, that you'd need
finance for, is unaffordable.”

Since its launch in June, 10 CS 325 units have already been
sold - a level of response that Naylor says the company
underestimated. “People are focused on this for their on-
demand services,” he says. “It’s a good product sitting
between the basic products and the programmable ones
from the likes of Duplo, There’s not a lot available for card
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The (S 325 Modular can
handle stocks of up to
yoogsm, including sheets
that have been laminated

cutting at this end of the market. Caslon has owned this
space for some time.”

One common criticism of the lower-priced products is
that they lack the strength and build quality needed for
heavy-duty production, so the CS 325 has been designed to
scale costs down without compromising on quality, To that
end, it only has a single cutting ‘throat, which means you
have to make two passes and change the cutter guides
between them to turn a sheet first into strips and then the
strips into finished cards.

"t this level of the market people are happy to do that,”
says Naylor. “If we'd made a machine with two cutting heads,
it would have been much more expensive, There are plans
for a double-cut machine, but we thought initially that the
single cutter was the best compromise”

Thick stock offering

The self-sharpening blades handle stocks up to 400gsm,
including sheets that have been laminated. Naylor claims
this is a big plus for the price, with rivals limited to 280gsm.

“This machine is up against people asking ‘why buy one
when we could use a guillotine?’ so it's got to be strong
enough for what they want it to cut,” he says.

Build quality is cited as a key strength, with Naylor
describing Cyklos as offering “German levels of quality”.

As the CS 325 is a hand-fed machine, working out the pre-
cise speed is always going to be tricky, as it comes down to
the operator feeding it. However, Naylor estimates that with
the machine taking 10 seconds per sheet for each cut and
with 10 cards on each A4 sheet, it should be possible to pro-
duce 2,500-3,000 finished cards per hour.

According to the firm, it is the easily changed dies that
allows the single cutter to make both sets of cuts, a function
that is key to its flexibility. You're not limited to a single-card
format or even just to business cards, as it’s possible to get
extra dies made up. An extra set of dies will cost £695, so
you've got to be sure that there will be plenty of work to jus-
tify splashing out.

“The secret of the machine is that it is modular and the
dies are just slotted in,” says Naylor. “At this level, that’s
unique, and you don’t have to be worried about being limited
to just one cut,”

The standard dies supplied cut cards to the UK’s standard
sizes of 85x55-90x50mm and a double-cut 90x50mm ver-
sion ~ allowing cards with bleeds to be produced — which
Naylor says, is a common request.

One potential problem with digital output is image drift -
the tendency of the print to move relative to the edge of the
paper sheet. As a hand-fed machine, there’s no optical image
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